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Drought Planning, Conservation

and Climate Change

K E Y  C O N C E R N
O F  G R O U P
Integrating land use
and water
management planning
is a crucial step that
communities can take
to addressing the
interrelated challenges
of climate change,
ongoing population
growth and decreasing
water supplies.
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N O R T H  F O R K  P A Y E T T E  R I V E R
W A T E R S H E D  C O A L I T I O N  W O R K

G R O U P :

T O P  P R I O R I T Y :  
Form partnerships within and across jurisdictions.

To increase knowledge and support for incorporating water saving
measures into land use policies. 
Incorporate water management agencies into all stages of the
development approval process.
Emphasize water quality protection in land use policies and
ordinances and consider climate change in all decisions.

I D E A L  O U T C O M E :
Integration of Land Use and Water Management Planning.

Integrate water related goals into one blended land use and water
management plan.
Comprehensive Plans must reflect a common understanding of
how climate change, population growth and land use patterns are
impacting water availability and quality.

A C T I O N  I T E M S :
E a c h  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  w a t e r s h e d  n e e d s  t o
d o  a  W a t e r  A v a i l a b i l i t y  A s s e s s m e n t
w h e r e  t h e y  m a p  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
s o u r c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a p p l i c a b l e  w a t e r
r i g h t s ,  c a p a c i t y ,  a n d  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s
o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s ’  w a t e r  s u p p l y ,
d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .

I n c l u d e  t h e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y ,  h e a l t h  o f  t h e
w a t e r  s u p p l y  a n d  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  e f f e c t s
o f  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .
C i t i e s  s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  a  w a t e r  b u d g e t  
A  f o r m a l  r e q u e s t  t o  I D W R  t o  m o n i t o r
m o r e  w e l l s  i n  V a l l e y  C o u n t y .
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N O R T H  F O R K  P A Y E T T E  R I V E R
W A T E R S H E D  C O A L I T I O N  W O R K

G R O U P :

T O P  P R I O R I T Y :  

Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plans consistent across
the jurisdictions informed by climate change, ensuring that
stormwater infrastructure is properly sized to accommodate
emerging climate driven events.

Development agreements, or PUDs, should include water
efficiency standards and watershed protection efforts.

I D E A L  O U T C O M E :
Water Resource Management Plan

Every jurisdiction has integrated
into their land use planning
document a Water Resource
Management Plan including
policies to stop potential harmful
pollutants from entering surface
or groundwater.

A C T I O N  I T E M :
D e s i g n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f
l a n d s c a p i n g  t o  r e d u c e
w a t e r  d e m a n d ,  r e t a i n
r u n o f f ,  d e c r e a s e  f l o o d i n g
a n d  r e c h a r g e  g r o u n d w a t e r .
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N O R T H  F O R K  P A Y E T T E  R I V E R
W A T E R S H E D  C O A L I T I O N  W O R K

G R O U P :

T O P  P R I O R I T Y :  
Commissioners should request a
nutrient-pathogen evaluation from IDEQ
of parcels where there is a question of
contamination from high septic density. 

I D E A L  O U T C O M E :
P&Z Commissioners as well as Valley
County Commissioners must seriously
consider the harmful effects that may
occur to groundwater resources before
approving subdivision development,
specifically residential developments
using individual wells and septic systems.

A C T I O N  I T E M :
I D E Q  w i l l  b e  r e l e a s i n g  a
s e p t i c  g u i d a n c e  s t u d y
h o p e f u l l y  w i t h i n  a  y e a r
w h i c h  w i l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y
a d d r e s s  r e c o m m e n d e d
s e p t i c  d e n s i t y  i n  s p e c i f i c
a r e a s  i n  V a l l e y  C o u n t y .
U n t i l  t h e n ,  p r e c a u t i o n
w o u l d  b e  a d v i s e d
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e
p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  s e p t i c
s y s t e m s  i n  t h e  v a l l e y .
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N O R T H  F O R K  P A Y E T T E  R I V E R
W A T E R S H E D  C O A L I T I O N  W O R K

G R O U P :

T O P  P R I O R I T Y :  

Cities of McCall, Donnelly and Cascade work together with the County
to fund the necessary data collection, surveys, monitoring of
indicators and implementation of necessary actions recommended in
the Waterways Management Plan.

I D E A L  O U T C O M E :
The Valley County Waterways Management Plan is implemented. 

A C T I O N  I T E M S :
C i t y  c o u n c i l s  a n d  c o u n t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a b i d e  b y  a n d
i m p l e m e n t  t h e  W a t e r w a y s  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n .  I n t e g r a t i o n  o f  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a q u a t i c  w e e d  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  i s  a l s o
e s s e n t i a l .

M o n i t o r i n g  p h o s p h o r u s  l e v e l s  i n  t h e  n e a r  s h o r e
e n v i r o n m e n t .
P o l l u t i o n  o f  w a t e r w a y s  a n d  g r o u n d w a t e r  d e c r e a s e s  w a t e r
a v a i l a b i l i t y  f o r  d r i n k i n g  a n d  i r r i g a t i o n .  H i g h e r
t e m p e r a t u r e s ,  l o w e r  s n o w  p a c k  a n d  d r o u g h t  d r i v e n  b y
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  w i l l  a l s o  i m p a c t  w a t e r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a s  w i l l
p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  a n d  d e m a n d .  A l l  t h e s e  f a c t o r s
i n t e r a c t i n g  w i l l  r e d u c e  o u r  c r i t i c a l  w a t e r  s u p p l y  a n d  m a k e
p l a n n i n g  f o r  a  w a t e r  c r i s i s  e s s e n t i a l .
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N O R T H  F O R K  P A Y E T T E  R I V E R
W A T E R S H E D  C O A L I T I O N  W O R K

G R O U P :

T O P  P R I O R I T Y :  
Water conservation, efficiency and re-use of water as a priority in
all development plans. Incentivize and assist current customers to
reduce water demand. 

Adopt a conservation rate structuring strategy for water bills
including drought-demand pricing and higher rates for users
when drought is declared and cut-offs for overuse
Create a program to support households with low incomes to
meet water efficiency standards.

I D E A L  O U T C O M E :
Water Conservation

Valley County and cities adopt Water Smart land use and
development policies 

A C T I O N  I T E M S :
D i s t r i b u t e  w i t h  p e r m i t s :  l a n d s c a p e
g u i d e l i n e s  w i t h  s p e c i f i c
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  w a t e r  e f f i c i e n c y ,
p l a n t s ,  s o i l  e n h a n c e m e n t ,  m u l c h i n g
a n d  i r r i g a t i o n .

R e d u c i n g  i r r i g a t i o n  t o  l a w n s  d u r i n g
d r o u g h t .
L i m i t  u s e  o f  t u r f  g r a s s e s  t o
f u n c t i o n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s .
E d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  i n  s c h o o l s ,  a s
w e l l  a s  c o u n t y  a n d  c i t y  o u t r e a c h
t h a t  e x p l a i n  o u r  w a t e r s h e d .
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  h o w  t h e  w a y s  w e  u s e
o u r  w a t e r  a f f e c t s  o t h e r s ,  o u r
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  o u r  w a t e r  s u p p l y .
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